
our communities continue to recover from the devastating flooding of 2022, I think it is important
educate folks on the important role that large woody material plays in bringing resilience to our
ers and streams and their associated floodplains. Studies have shown that the greatest pulses of
ge woody material into our rivers and stream channels are a result of episodic disturbance like

es and floods. Retention of these materials is beneficial to the long-term health and stability of our
ers. Following a flood, the common knee-jerk reaction is to start yarding large wood and log jams
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310 PERMITS - IT'S FREE, IT'S THE LAW! 
Any activity that physically alters or modifies the bed or banks of a perennially flowing stream needs a 310
permit from the Park Conservation District before proceeding. This permit is required under the Montana
Natural Streambed and Land Preservation Act (310 Law). Permits are free of charge. Work done without a
310 permit is subject to fines in addition to the costs of any required remediation.

310 applications are due to the Conservation District on the 15th of each month. They can be submitted
electronically to kelly.arterburn@mt.nacdnet.net, by mail, or dropped off in our office.

The Park Conservation District monthly board meetings are held at 11:00 AM on the first Tuesday of each
month in the Livingston USDA Building conference room at 5242 Hwy 89 South. We review 310 permit
applications, Watershed updates, NRCS updates, and Park County Planning Board updates. The public is
welcome to attend. 

Melissa Nicolli is from the Midwest
originally but began calling Livingston
home 4 years ago. She comes to the Park
CD from the Forest Service where she
worked as a Biologist and Permitting
Specialist. 

Outside of work she enjoys hiking, skiing,
and appreciating Park County’s natural
wonders. She is excited to embark into this
new role and is committed to supporting
producers through collaborative natural
resource planning efforts and outreach.
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Your paragraph text

Join MACD February 2nd - 4th for the 2026 Montana Soil
Health Symposium! This year’s events feature a strong
line up of experienced producers, researchers, and soil
health professionals sharing practical insights from the

field!

Visit mtsoilhealth.org to learn more!
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 Human health related groundwater quality testing suggestions:
 

· Nitrate and Bacteria (E. coli and total coliform) should be tested regularly, ideally every year. 
· Lead can be a concern if household plumbing was installed prior to the mid-1990s, especially if well water is
corrosive. 
· Copper can be an issue if household plumbing includes copper and well water is corrosive.
· Arsenic, Copper, Fluoride, Lead, Nitrate, Selenium have been found above the human health threshold in this
and/or a neighboring county. 
 

Stop by the Conservation District office to pick up a free water test kit provided by MSU Extension Well
Educated Program. Follow the instructions included in the kit and mail the water sample and payment to the
lab by priority mail.
 

 

FREE WELL WATER TEST KITS:



4FREE WEBINAR



5GOATS IN THE CRAZIES

FWP observed 256 total mountain goats in 86 groups (the largest
group we observed was primarily a nanny-kid group with 16 total
goats). We classified 207 adults/non-kids (inclusive of billies, nannies,
and yearlings of both sexes) and 49 kids (Figure 1). This resulted in
23.7 kids per 100 non-kids. Although goat distribution was heavier in
the the southern half of the survey area (Figure 1, Table 1), we did
observe more goats in the Loco Mountain subunit than in recent prior
surveys.



6DECEMBER WATER SUPPLY REPORT



7DECEMBER WATER SUPPLY REPORT
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CWD SURVEILLANCE IN MONTANA

MT Fish Wildlife and Parks encourage all hunters to submit samples from their

harvested cervids (deer, elk, and moose).  Remember that you must either leave the

brain and spinal column at the kill site or dispose of it in the trash/landfill.

Unfortunately, FWP will not be able to staff a CWD sampling station in Livingston this

year, but other options for having your animals sampled include:

Bring your animal (or head with at least 4 inches of neck remaining) to one of the FWP

sampling stations across the state.  A list of station locations, hours, and a map are

available here:

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/6de1ebaa25c64c048ae162306940a5af/page

/Station-List

Learn to collect and submit lymph node samples on your own:

https://fwp.mt.gov/conservation/chronic-wasting-disease/get-your-animal-sampled

Depending on the staffing level, I may be able to collect samples at my normal check

stations.  However, it may take some time depending on the number of other hunters

passing through the station.

MT Fish Wildlife and Parks encourage all hunters to submit samples from their
harvested cervids (deer, elk, and moose).  Remember that you must either leave the

brain and spinal column at the kill site or dispose of it in the trash/landfill.
Unfortunately, FWP will not be able to staff a CWD sampling station in Livingston this

year, but other options for having your animals sampled include:
Bring your animal (or head with at least 4 inches of neck remaining) to one of the FWP

sampling stations across the state.  A list of station locations, hours, and a map are
available here:

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/6de1ebaa25c64c048ae162306940a5af/page
/Station-List

Learn to collect and submit lymph node samples on your own:
https://fwp.mt.gov/conservation/chronic-wasting-disease/get-your-animal-sampled

Depending on the staffing level, I may be able to collect samples at my normal check
stations.  However, it may take some time depending on the number of other hunters

passing through the station.

OPPORTUNITIES AND INFORMATION:
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   *To opt in or out of Park CD emails, please contact Kelly Arterburn

5242 HWY 89 S
Livingston, MT  59047
(406) 946-3007
www.parkcd.org

FOLLOW US FOR LOCAL
UPDATES:

Do you need supplemental irrigation water? Please contact the Park Conservation District to learn more about

applying for a reserved water authorization. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100068970677324
https://parkcd.org/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/6de1ebaa25c64c048ae162306940a5af/page/Station-List
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/6de1ebaa25c64c048ae162306940a5af/page/Station-List

